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PerropicaL publications have an extensive influence 
upon the minds, morals and happiness of men. ‘No one, 
who has observed the course of public events in these States, 
can, fora moment, doubt the vast influence and effect of 
Ww eekly journals in directing public opinion. As they may 
be successfully employed in A EST truth or error, 
and promoting virtue and religion, or vice and impiety, 
they have been employed by the friends of truth and right- 
eousness, and by the advocates of error, irreligion and licen- 
tiousness. As the former have been led to feel a more 
deep interest in the welfare of Zion and the spiritual good 
of their fellow-men, religious publications have multiplied 
throughout the Christian world. In our own country nu- 
merous periodical works have been circulated with the be- 

revolent and laudable design of diffusing religious knowl- 

edge and promoting christian morality and evangelical pie- 
tv. In the New-England States generally, where the im- 
portance of religion has been the most extensively and sen- 
sibly felt, such works have been published and patronized. 
But the District of Maine, which 1s more extensive in ter- 
ritory than all the rest of New- England, and contains more 
inhabitants than either New- Hampshire, Vermont or Rhode- 
Island, and nearly as many as Connecticut, has never yet 
had a religious Magazine published in it. 

But is it not desirable that such a work should be pub. 
lished and circulated in this region? It may perhaps be 
said that the Panoplist and other well conducted and useful 
Magazines, published in other parts of the country, may be 
circulated with facility in this District, and that it is unne- 
cessary to publish a similar work here. It is not the design 
of this publication to detract from the merit of any work, 
the object of which is to promote evangelical truth, sound 
morality and yital piety, or discountenance their circulation, 
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But do any, or all these publications have an extensive cits 
culation in the District of Maine ? Is it not a fact, that ve- 
ty few of these are taken, except perhaps in some of the 
large towns, on the sea-board? And various considerations 
render it peculiarly desirable that such publications should 
have a general circulation. This is a highly important sec- 
tion of the country, and is rapidly rising in importance. It 
has a population of more than 230,000 souls, which num- 
ber is daily increasing. And a great proportion of these 
are destitute of any regular religious instruction. A large 
portion of the children are also more destitute of the means 
of education than those m older settlements. The natural 
consequences of this state of the country are forgetfulness 
of God and divine things, ignorance, error, profanity, a dis- 
regard io the Sabbath and the institutions of religion, im. 
morality and impiety. ‘The means, by which these evils 
must be arrested and suppressed are the preaching of the 
gospel and the circulation of the scriptures and religious 
publications. The first of these can, at present, be but 
very partially enjoyed. But, by the patronage and exer- 
tions of the well-disposed, a religious publication may be 
widely circulated and have a most beneficial effect upon the 
morals and religious state of this section of the Union. 
With these impressions the publication of the Curts- 
TIAN MownrrTor has been undertaken, which will consist 
of original pieces and of extracts from other useful publi- 
cations, and will contain essays illustrating and enforcing 
the doctrines and duties of Christianity and explaining the 
nature of experimental religion—remarks on the fulfilment 
of those prophecies, which relate especially to this eventful 
period—e xpositions ef particular passages of scripture— 
information respecting missions to the new settlements in 
our own country, and among heathen nations, and respect- 
ing the state of religion through the world—narratives of 
revivals of religion in particular places—biographical sketch- 
es of pious characters—interesting anecdotes—and such 
other matter as may contribute to the great object of the 
work, which is to enlighten the understanding, mend the 


he art, form and regulate the life and promote human hap- 
piness. 
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The Curist1Aw Monitor will support the great doc. 
trines of the reformation, and advocate the cause of vital 
godliness, pure morality and practical piety, and thus aim 
to advance the best interests of society and of man. It is 
hoped, therefore, that it will meet the views, and experience 
the countenance of the friends of religion and of human 
happiness, and that they will afford their aid in giving it 
circulation, and rendering it interesting and useful. It cane 
not, however, be rendered highly interesting, or extensively 


useful without effort, or with the efforts of one or two indi- 


viduals. Men of talents and religion, especially among the 
clergy, must come forward and contribute to its support 
by enriching its pages with their useful communicatiens. 
Interesting communications either original or selected will 
be gratefully received. And well written pieces, from any 
one, which are calculated to promote the great objects of the 
work, will be admitted. 

The promotion of religion among our fallen race is infin- 
jtely desirable, and demands the attention and most vigor. 
ous efforts of all who can appreciate its worth, and estimate 
its immense importance. Upon the advancement of pure 
and undefiled religion depend the glory of Gad, the peace 
and prosperity of society, the happiness of men in this world, 
and the everlasting salvation, and eternal felicity of immor- 
tal souls. ‘The religion of the Bible was designed, by its 
divine author, to display the perfections of Deity and the 
glory of God’s name, to restrain the unhallowed passions 
and subdue the lusts of men, to eradicate the vicious pro- 
pensities of the human heart, harmonize the discordant in- 
terests and feelings of mankind, and inspire them with phi- 
lanthropy and benevolence ; to restore the image and secure 
to them the favor and enjoyment of God, and to fit them 
cordially to unite in his service in this world and to cele- 
brate his praises forever. The friends of piety and hum«n- 
ity must, therefore, ardently desire that this divine religion 
may spread, and its heavenly influence be universally telt, 
and must rejoice at the prospect of its prevalence and uni- 
versal triumph. Glorious things are spoken of the city of 
our God. ‘These things are now accomplishing, and the 
time 1s rapidly approaching for their complete accomplisli. 
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ment. The angel is flying through the midst of heaven, 
having the everlasting gospel to preach unto them that dw ell 
on the earth, and to every nation, and kindred, and tongue, 
and people, saying with a loud voice, fear God, and give 
glory to him; for the hour of his judgment is come. And 
the other angel is now following, announcing the fall of 
Babylon*. It is indeed a time of distress in the world, of 
devastation, carnage and misery. But amidst all this gloons 
the friends of religion have ‘* light and gladness and } JOY: 
Yor God is marv ellously building the walls of } is mt ee 
Jerusalem in these “ troublous times.””? «Astonishing 
€xertions are made for the spread of the gospel, the trans- 
lation of the scriptures into all languages and the distribu- 
tion of the Bible and religious tracts. Missionaries are in 
different parts laboring successfully among the poor be- 
nighted heathen, who are, with tears of joy and gratitude, 
receiving at their hand the word of life, and from their 
mouth the messages of divine love and heav enly peace. The 
world is rapidly preparing to submit, with one accord to 
the sceptre of the Prince of Peace. ‘* The fields are already 
white unto the harvest.”? The exertions, which are made 
to spread the gospel, the disposition manifested among the 
heathen to receive the word of life, and even the distress 
among the nations, all conspire to show that the time is: ap- 
proaching, when ‘‘ the kingdoms of this world shall become 
the kingdoms of our Lord and of his Chnist.”*— And per- 
haps even now the voice from heaven is proclaiming, ** Now 
is come salvation, and strength, and the kingdom of our 
God, and the power of his Christ.” ‘To announce these 
joy ful, these delightful events, and extend the pleasing in- 
telligence among the friends of Zion, and diffuse the sacred 
flame, now kindling in the world, will be a leading and 


grateful object with the Editor of the Curistran Mont. 


TOR. 


* Rev. 14; 6, 7; 8. 
tsa, 24: 16—28, Zeph. 3: 8,9. Rev. 113 15—18, 
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THE GREAT CRIMINALITY OF SABBATH-BREAKING : 


WITH REASONS AND PERSUASLVES FOR THE 
SANCTIFICATION OF THE SABBATH. 


THE sacred writers have abun- 
clantly warned us, that there is a 
deccitfulness in sin which makes 
our situation very dangerous: for 
by this deceitfulness, the hearts of 
men are hardened, and they are 
led to conclude that they are safe, 
while living in practices which 
provoke a holy God, and bring 
cown the tokens of his wrath— 
One circumstance, which makes 
sin deceitful, is, that when any 
sinful practice becomes prevalent, 
taankind are not so sensible of its 
criminality as they are when they 
have seen but few instances of it. 

The prevalence of sins does not 
lessen their criminality in the 
sight of God, though it lessens a 
sense of their criminality and a 
fear of their consequences in the 
minds of men. There are multi- 
tudes who derive their views of 
holiness and sin, not from a pray- 
erful examination ofthe word of 
God, but from the general cus— 
toms which happen to prevail 
where they live. Hence it hep- 
pens, that people insensibly re- 
ceive an impression that practices 
which are universally prevalent, 
cannot be very offensive to God, 
and they fall into the general cur- 
rent without being sensible of their 
guilt and danger.—Is not this true 
respecting the Sanzatu! Donot 
many profane that holy institu- 
tion of God, because it is so gen- 
erally profaned, without being sen- 
sible of the dreadful guilt which 
they incur, and the judgments 
which they are bringing upon the 
nation? Are not some crying 
peace to themselves, because their 


practice in this respect is not 
worse, or so bad, as that of their 
heighbors generally ? 

As people are exposed to be de- 
ceived by customary and prevalent 
sins, itis very important that we 
should inquire how God views the 
practices which prevail ; and in 
this way we are to learn how our 
character individually, and how 
the character of this nation, stands 
in his sight. In order that we 
may iearn how God views the pro- 
fanation of the Sabbath, we must 
go to his word, and see for what 
purpose he has instituted a Sab- 
bath ; and with what penalties he 
has guarded this Institution. The 
penalties that he has annexed to 
the profanation of the Sabbath, do 
certainly shew in what light he 
views this sin. To put the dis- 
cussion of this important subject 
into some form, let us, 

I. Inquire how God views the 
Sabbath. 

Ii. Consider the gross and a- 
larming degree in which it is pro- 
faned. 

Ill. Shew that God is highly 
provoked with us asa people for 
this sin. 

I. We are tolecarn how God 
views the Sabbath, by considering 
the object and design of its insti- 
tution, and by the penalties which 
he has annexed toa breach of it. 
It will be to no purpose for any 
to say that we have no concern 
with the laws which God ordain- 
ed for his ancient covenant peo- 
ple ; for if they are not adopted as 
the civil law of the nations now, 
they are nevertheless an express- 
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ion of the divine will. They shew 
the light in which God views the 
crimes that are forbidden. The 
Sabbath is not one of those tem. 
porary regulations that were done 
away with the dissolution of the 
Jewish nation. Itisa part of the 
moral law, which is founded in the 
relation in which men stand to 
God in every age, and therclere it 
is of perpetual obligation, as mueh 
soas the law that men shall not 
commit murder. No change of 
dispensation can make any change 
in the moral Jaw of God _ Heav. 
en and earth will sooner pass 
awey, than one jot or tittle of this 
Jaw shall fail 

No one supposes that any of 
the commands contained in the 
Decalogue is abolished, except 
the fourth: and on what ground 
ean we suppose this is donea 
‘Way, it vone of the others are? 
The very circumstance of its be- 
ing found inthe Decalogue shews 
that it isnow and always will he 
the will of God that his creatures 
should observe one day in seven 
as an holy Sabbath, Does any one 
doubt whether the command to 
remember the Sabbath day to 
keep it holy is now binding on 
men? He may as wel! doubt 
whether the command * ‘thou 
shall not kill” is now in force 
Shall we say that nine of the ten 
commandments is in force: and 
that one isnot? Who has given 
ws authority to say which of the 
ten is to be dispensed with ? or are 
we at liberty to strike out that one 
which happens to stand in the 
way of our inclinations? The 
truth is, we have no such liberty : 
and let those, who pretend that 
the law respecting the Sabbath is 
not in force, remember that awful 
denunciation in Rey, xxii. 19 


* And ifany man shall take away 
from the words of the book of this 
prophecy, God shall take away 
his part out of the beok of life, and 
out of the holy city, and from the 
things which are written in this 
book ” 

‘the Sabbath is very sacred in 
God’s estimation, because it is an 
ordinance which he has appoin:ed 
between him and his people. 
} his we learn from Exodus, xxxi. 
31 Speak thou also unto the 
children of Israel, saying, Verily 
my Sabbaths ye shall keep: for 
itis asign between me and you 
throughout your generations, that 
ye may know that | am the Lord 
that doth sanctify you.” Here 
we learn, that the Sabbath is very 
different from those laws of God 
Which are designed to regulate 
the conduct of men with each o- 
ther. It is a sacred ordinance. 
It is. put upom a leve} with the 
Lord’s supper, which is also a 
sign or memorial between God 
& his people. We also learn, that 
itis a perpetual ordinance. Itig 
to be a sign between God and his 
people throughout alj their gen- 
erations. We learn moreover 
the object of instituting this sign, 
to preserve in the minds of mena 
sense of God, and of their depen- 
dence upon him; “ that ye may 
know that lam the Lord your 
God that doth sanctify you”” A- 
gain in Ezekiel xx. 12. God says, 
* Moreover also I gave them my 
Sabbaths to be a sign between me 
and them, that they might know 
that [ am the Lord that doth sanc- 
tify them.” Itis therefore plain, 


that God intends, by the orcin- 
ance of the Sabbath, to maintain 
religion in the world It has this 
effect: for where the Sabbat!: is 


gancufied,it preserves ip the minds 
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af people a sense of God, and 
of divine things: But when it is 
treated as a common day, people 
do lose the knowledge of God, 
and all sense of obligation to him. 
It may be said, with truth, that 
without a Sabath, religion cannot 
be preserved, because God hath 
purposed that he will preserve it 
by means of this ordinance. Peo- 
ple, once christianized, will go 
back to a heathen state, without a 
Sabbath. On this account we have 
reason to be assured that the Sub 
bath is vefy sacred and precious 
in God’s account, because it is the 
sign or ordinance by which he 
purposes to maintain religion in 
the world) If one should profane 
the ordinance of the holy supper, 
by meking it a carnal feast, it 
would be deemed a gross con- 
tempt of the authority of God. 
But if the Sabbath is alsoa sign 
between God and his people, is it 
not equally provoking tothe Ma- 
jesty of the universe for men to 
profane that holy day, by doing 
their own work, and seeking their 
ewn pleasure ? 

It appears, moreover, that the 
Sabbath is very sacred and impor. 
tant in God’s estimation, from a 
eonsideration ef the penalties with 
which he has guarded it. He has 
proved, that he is very jealous for 
the sanctificatien and honor of this 
erdinance; and that he will pun. 
ish those who profane it with ex- 
emplary severity After stating 
to the people of Israel, that he bad 
ordained the Sabbath to bea sign 
between him and them in their 
generations, he added this tre- 
mendous penalty, ‘‘Ye shall keep 
the Sabbath, therelore; for it is 
holy unto you. Every one that 
defileth it, shall surely be put to 
death ; for whosoever doeth any 
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work therein, that soul shall be 
cut off from among his people.” 
there are crimes which, among 
men, are considered very great; 
and sufficient to brand a man with 
infamy ; such as theft, and robbe- 
ty ; which nevertheless are not 
so abominable in the sight of God 
as the profanation of the Sabbath. 
In that law which God gave to his 
own covenant people, he doubt- 
less apportioned punishments to 
crimes as they stand in his esii- 
mation, He ordained, that the 
thief should pay damage to four- 
fold the amount of the property he 
had stolen: and that the sabbath- 
breaker should be put to death. 
Doubtless that law shews what is 
the degtee of guilt which is at- 
tached te crimes in God’s estima- 
tien ; and consequently it proves, 
that the sabbath breaker is a more 
atrocious offender in the sight of 
Ged, than the thief or robber. 
The reason why such a severe 
penalty should be inflicted on the 
sabbath-breaker results from the 
design of the Sabbath. It is a 
sign of the covenant between God 
and his people. It is a sacred or— 
dinance : and God has determined 
that he will guard his ordinances. 
He will see that they are honored, 

The profanation ofan ordinance 
is much more offensive than any 
injuries which men commit a- 
gainst each other, because it man- 
ifests a greater contempt for the 
authority of God. ‘The sabbath- 
breaker manifests a greater con+ 
tempt for the authority of God, 
than the thiefor robber. He pro- 
fanes the sign which God has set 
up between him and his people. 
He endeavours to break down the 
institution by which Gad has pur- 
posed to maintain his cause, and 
build up his kingdom among men. 


— 
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This shews, that sabbath-breaking 
isa high offence against the au- 
thority of Jehovah : and it furnish- 
es a solemn warning to all profa. 
ners of the Sabbath. Itis here 
proved, that the wrath of God a- 
bideih onthem. As they despise 
and resist his authority, he will 
vindicate his authority in punish- 
ing them, and thus Cause it to be 
respected. 

II. Let usconsiderthe gross 
and alarming profanations of the 
Sabbath among us. A spirit of 
infidelity, like a secret and subtle 
poison, has spread its influence 
over the sentiments, and feelings, 
and practice of men. Infidelity 
has its practical effects. ‘The in- 
fluence which it gains over the 
minds of men, leads them ontoa 
practical disregard of alf the ordi- 
nances of Christ’s kingdom: for 
the spirit of infidelity isas much 
opposed to ordinances as to doc- 
trines. It aims to break down all 
the signs which God has set up 
between him and his people, and 
demolish the enclosures with 
which he has guarded his spiritu- 
al kined “we The allowed profa- 

nation of the Sabbath may be con- 
sidered as one of the most obvi- 
ous practical effects of an infidel 
spirit. 

One of the most alarming 
proofs of the prevalence of such 
@ spirit, 1s, that the divine institu. 
tion of the Sabbath is disputed, if 
not absolutely denied, by some 
sects who manifest great apparent 
zeal inreligion. Not only do they 
practically disregard it as an or- 
dinance of Gad, but they begin to 
deny that they are under any obli- 
gation to sanctify it more than oth- 
erdsys. We cannot consider this 
in any other light than the influ 
emce of an infidel souit, which 


aims to prostrate all the outward 
ordinances of Christ’s kingdom. 
Men may apparently exercise 
great zeal in some things; yetif 
they are endeavoring to pull down 
the sign which God has set up be- 
tween him and his people, and set 
up for the express design to keep 
up in their minds a knowledge 
that he is the Lord that doth sanc- 
tify them, we have no right to 
consider them in any other light 
than as having enlisted in the 
cause of infidelity. ‘This is a 
most dangerous kind of profana- 
tion, because men are ina most 
dangerous way, when they justify 
themselves in acourse of conduct 
which God declares to be abomi- 
nable In his sight. 

Among that class of the com- 
munity who do not deny the divine 
institution of the Sabbath, is it not 
most wantonly profaned? Are 
there not many who make their 
own advantage a plea of necessity; 
and calculate on making a gain to 
themselves by robbing God of the 
time which he has appropriated 
to himself? If they can forward 
their worldly business, by taking 
the whole or some part of the Sab. 
bath to do their work, or prose- 
cute their journeys, do they not 
try to persuade themselves that 
itis a work of necessity? God 
has allowed them six days to give 
attention to worldly cares and em- 
ploy ments. They think that their 
interest requires more ; and there- 
fore they go on, and woh the Most 
Migh of the time that he has ap- 
propriated more immediately to 
himself. Thus the holy Sabbath 
is made a day of journeying and 
business merely by avarice. 

Isit not madea day of mere 
pastime and idleness, by mullti- 
tudes in cur country ? How many 
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are there, living where the gospel 
is preached, who habitually neg- 
lect the instituted worship of God, 
and waste away the day at home 
without any profitable employ. 
ment! Thisis.a profanation of 
the Sabbath. It was not institu 
ted to be a day of carnal rest, or 
idleness. Its end is to attend on 
the things that pertain to God and 
his kingdom. It was instituted to 
maintain, in the minds of men, a 
knowledge that he is the Lord: shat 
doth sanculy them. 

How is the day profaned by 
families! In cases where it is not 
a day of business, and where the 
heads of the families do not allow 
themselves in visiting, do they not 
allow that ordinance of God to be 
profaned by the younger mem- 
vers? Are not their children al- 
lowed to seek their amusement 
abroad in the fields or-to visit from 
house to house ? It cannot surely 
be a matter of necessity, for the 
children and the young members 
of families to go out into the fields, 
and to the rivers, to amuse them 
selves; orto visit from house to 
house. 

Is not the Sabbath profaned by 
multitudes who attend the public 
worship of God, by filling up the 
intervals between the hours of re- 
ligious worship with worldly and 
vain conversation ? Although they 
refrain from worldly business, yet 
the Sabbath is profaned by them, 
if they allow their minds to be oc- 
cupiced with worldly cares, and 
make their temporal interests the 
subject of Sabbath-day conversa- 
tion. If we attend to what is said 
in Isaiah 58, we may learn how 
God requires his Sabbaths to be 
sanctified. “If thou turn away 
thy foot from the Sabbath, from 
doing thy pleasure on my holy 
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day, and call the Sabbath a delight, 
the holy of the Lord, honcrable, 
and shalt honor him, not doing 
thine own works, nor finding 
thine own pleasure, nor speak— 
ing thine own words ; then shalt 
thou delight thyself in the Lord; 
and I will cause thee to ride upon 
the high places of the earth, and 
feed thee with the heritage of Ja- 
cob thy father.” 

' Do not multitudes profane the 
Sabbath ina very bold and confi. 
dent manner, as if they were not 
conscious of any criminality in 
their conduct? This is very alar- 
ming, because it afferds a proof 
that they have lost the sense of 
the difference between virtue and 
vice; and that God has given 
them up to a hard and reprobate 
mind. People become ripe for 
destruction, wken they so far lose 
a sense of the evilof sin as to 
commit it with confidence, and 
justify themselves in those things 
which God declares are abomina- 
ble in his sight. In such a hard- 
ened state of mind, they treasure 
up to themselves wrath against 
the day of wrath, and revelation of 
the righteous judgment of God. 
It is a dreadful state, when peorle 
can resist the authority of the 
great God without remorse, and 
justify themselves in that resist- 
ance. 

But the most alarming proof 
of the dreadful progress which this 
vice has made, arises from a cons 
sideration that the laws, which 
are made to prevent the Sabbath 
from profanation, cannot be put in 
execution. There are laws tor 
this purpose ; but it seems to be 
generally admitted that they can- 
not be executed; and it is a mel- 
ancholy consideration, that the 
law respecting the Sabbath cannot 
be put in execution, because ths 
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sin receives the connivance, if not 
the aid, of many whose duty it is 
to execute the laws This looks 
like a concert, or general agree- 
ment, between magistrates and 
private citizens, to hold the Sab- 
bath in contempt. It proves, that 
aspirit of infidelity has corrupt- 
ed the fountain of public morals. 
Hence, 

III. We have reason to con- 
clude, that God is highly incens- 
ed agvainst the inhabitants of this 
nation, on account of the contempt 
and profanation of his Sabbaths. 
We have reason to draw this con- 
clusion, frum the nuture and de- 
sign of the Sabbath It is a holy 
ordinance of God, a sign between 
him and his people throughout 
their generations. The design of 
its‘institution is to support the 
cause of piety, to preserve in the 
minds of men a knowledge of 
God, and a sense of their depen- 
dence upon him; or in the words 
of inspiration, that they may 
know that he is the Lord that 
doth sanctify them It is anor 
dinance of tke ki gdom which 
God is erecting in the world. Re 
ligion has always declined among 
a people, in the same proportion 


as the Sabbath-day has been 
disregarded and profaned Itri 


ses or falls with the sanctification 
or profanation of the Sabbath so 
exactly, that one may determine 
what is the moral state of a people 
when he learns how this holy day 
is observed among them 

‘the lawof God respecting the 
Sabbath is very different frem o- 
ther laws which relate to the eon 
duct cof men witheach other, be- 
cause the Sabbath is an ordinance 
of his kingdom, andthe great ob- 
ject of its institution 1s to build up 
his kingdom, The honor of God, 


and the interest of his kingdom, 
are nearly connected with this 
institution. ‘This being the case, 
when people deliberately profane 
the Sabbath, they resist the divine 
authority, and directly dishonour 
their Maker; for they trample a 
holy erdinance under foot. A man, 
impelled by necessity, or even 
avarice, may steal the goods of 
another, without being guilty of 
so great hostility to God as the 
sabbath-breaker He transgress- 
esa lawof God indeed; but he 
does not pour contempt upon a 
holy ordinance’ This is the rea- 
son why God ordained that the 
sabbath breaker should be more 
severely punished than the thief, 
The sabbath-breaker pollutes a 
sacred ordinance. God is jeal- 
ous forthe honour of his name, 
and for the ordinances he has ap- 
pointed Considering the Sab- 
bath in this light, there is reason 
why he should be provoked with 
a people who openly profane it, 
and especially when they seem 
to justify themselves in the pro- 
fanation. Is it not very provo- 
king when men pollute a sacred 
sign which he has set up between 
him and his people? Is there not 
reason why he should be incensed, 
when people endeavour to demol- 
ish an institution which he has 
set up for the express purpose of 
perpetuating the knowledge of 
his character and will, and of 
maintaining the cause of religion 
in the world? Although this is not 
a state of retribution, and there- 
fore God does not treat men now 
according as they treat him and 
his institutions: yet he does some- 
times manifest his vengeatice on 
individuals here, when they tram- 
ple the ordinance of the Sabbath 
under foot. How often do we 








hear of persons being suddenly 
cut off in the very act of breaking 
the Sabbath! It is also to be ob- 
served, that persons wio employ 
the Sabbath to transact their 
wo'ldly business are hardly ever 
known to prosper. Some secret 
curse follows them; an unseen 
blast defeats their plans for in- 
creasing wealth ; and embarrass. 
ment and poverty are their most 
usual portion. Is there not a rea— 
son for this secret curse upon 
their affairs? When men do their 
worldly business on the Sabbath, 
they calculate on making a gain 
to themselves, and they mean 
to secure this gain by robbing 
God of histime. If they should 
succeed, and grow richer by such 
practices, there would be this en- 
couragement for them togo on 
and :ob him. He has purposed 
that he will not bold forth any 
such encouragements ; and there- 
fore he does defeat the plans, and 
blast the temporal interests, of 
those who pollute the Sabbath. 

It seems necessary that God 
should execute vengeance on a 
people who profane the Sabbath, 
in order that he may vindicate his 
despised authority. Sabbath- 
breaking is an open contempt of 
the authority of God. His honor 
is deeply concerned in the sanc- 
tification of the Sabbath, because 
it is a memorial that he has insti- 
tuted between him and his people. 
Verily, my Sabbaths ye shall 
keep ; for it is a sign between me 
and you.” But if that holy day is 
generally profaned; and people 
have agreed, as it were, to hold 
itin contempt; they set the di- 
vine authority at defiance. In 


that case, it is necessary that God 
should take some measures to 
cause his authority to be respect~ 








The great criminality of Sabbath breaking. it 


ed. He has told us that he will 
be known by the judgments that 
he executeth: That is, if people 
will not acknowledge and respect 
his ordinances while he visits 
them with mercy, he will cause 
himself to be known by judg= 
ments...-He will certainly visit a 
nation with judgments, wien the 
inhabitants have become despis- 
ers of his holy thiuys. Shall I 
not visit for these things, saith the 
Lord ? Shall not my soul be aven- 
ged on such a nation as this?” 

It was evident io Nehemiah, 
that God had punished the peoe 
ple of Israel with the sword aud 
captivity, because they bad pro- 
faned the Sabbath ; and therefore 
when he came to re establish the 
Jewish state and worship, it was 
a frincipal object of bis care to 
correct the abuse of that sacred 
ordinance He contended with 
the nobles of Judah saying unto 
them, “ What evil thing is this °- 
that ye do, & profane the Sabbath 
day Did not your fathers thus, 
and did not our God bring all this 
evil upon us, and upon our city ? 
Yet ye bring more wrath upon 
Israel, by profaning the Sabbuatls 
day.” God emptied the land of 
Judah of its inhabitants, fo: des— 
pising his holy things; and as the 
ordinances of his kingdom are as 
sacred and dear to him now as 
ever, he will visit the nation in 
wrath whose inhabitants despise 
the Sabbath —He has already be- 
gun to visit us for these things, 
His hand is lifted up, and his con- 
troversy with usis begun He is 
contending with this nation by 
war, by pestilence, and by scarci~ 
ty of bread We have been a 
favored people, Our forefathers 
were stedfast in God’s covenant. 
They remembered the Sabbath 
day to keep it holy ; and blessings 
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descended on their children. But 
we have not been stedfast in 
God’s covenant : and the time has 
come when it Is necessary for 
God to cause his name and insti- 
tutions to be respected. He is 
now making bimself known by his 
judgments. Among all our dis- 
tresses, this is not the least, that 
we are a nation divided against 
itself; and our Saviour has told 
uS, that a nation in this evil case 
is brought to desolation! Has 
not our God brought these evils 
upon us becuse we have profa— 
ned his Sabbaths? Has he not 
come outin wrath to vindicate 
his despised and abused: ordinan- 
ces? It will be admitted by all, 
that God is punishing us fer our 
sins: and of all the sins which 
have brought his judgments upon 
us, it is believed that sabbath- 
breaking stands foremost His 
honor seems to be more particu- 
larly concerned in the support of 
this than almost any other branch 
of his law, because it is the ap- 
pointed means to preserve reli- 
gion in this world. 

ft surely becomes us to inquire 
into the cause why Ged is con- 
tending with us; andif he is 
bringing these evils upon us be- 
cause we have despised his Sab— 
baths, it is very important that 
each individual should reform in 
this particular. Every person,who 
has allowed himself in the profa- 
Nation of the Sabbath, may be 
ceitain that he has contributed a 
part to bring down the judgments 
of heaven upon the nation : for if 
God is coming out of bis place to 
vindicate his despised ordinances, 
certainly all who have profaned 
his ordinances have done some- 
thing to call down the public 
judgments of God. 

(7 be continued ) 


PREPARATION FOR RELIGIOUS 
DUTY. 


Tuis subject is of far greater 
importance, than most christians 
imagine. Indeed by too many it 
has been totally neglected Not 
a few return from the house of 
God, and even from the closet 
with sorrow instead of joy. They 
find but little satisfaction in the 
performance of duty. What is 
still more to be lamented, they are 
ignorant ofthe cause. But, if we 
inquire into the case of such char 
acters, shall we not find that their 
spiritual barrenness is occasioned 
by a neglect of suitable prepara- 
tion for religious duty ? 

Method and system are as ne- 
cessary in religion as in other 
things. A man that lives without 
plan, is always liable to disap- 
pointment and confusion. He 
accomplishes but little, and that 
litle badly. When we undertake 
what is difficult, we should, if 
wise, make some preparation — 
Indeed without this, we have no 


reason to expect success ‘lhe. 


mathematician, when about to in- 
vestigate some difficult question, 
which requires all the sagacity 
and energy of his mind, endeavors 
to banish every other subject from 
his thoughts, thet his attention 
may not be divided. The subject, 
when about to enter the presence 
of his soverei;:n, is filled with awe 
& reverence. If preparationbe ne- 
cessary in these cases, how much 
more, when we bow before Jeho- 
vah, and attempt to worship Him, 
who requires*the whole heart ? 

No one can deny, that external 
objects and the business of the 
world interest our feelings and 
engage our attention. 

Intense «pplication to one sub- 
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Preparation for 


4 
ject renders it almost impossible 
immediately to attend to another 
equally important If busily en- 
gaged in worldly concerns, we 
cannot the next minute be equally 
engaged in the service of God. 
If any oné inquire, how sliall we 
fix our thoughts and affections on 
the object, we profess to worship ; 
it might be answered, supreme 
love needs no instruction If our 
hearts were engaged and our 
minds solemn; we should fine no 
dificulty in approaching God 
with reverence and true devouion. 
But if the (houghts of any one be 
scattered and his affeciions wan- 
dering ; he must put away busi 
ness and care, and remove from 
his sight every object, which is 
calculated to divide his attention 
The devout and sincere chris- 

tian looks forward to the returns 
of duty and of holy time They 
never come upon him by surprize. 

le mekes all his arrangements 
so that business shall not interfere 
with religious exercises. Perhaps 
some may never have thought, 
that the Sabbath may be broken 
on the seventh day as well as on 
the first. But may not a man 
labor so hard on Saturday as to 
disqualify himsell for the service 
of God on the Sabbath? =his is 
robbery, Ochiristian! Itis pre- 
meditated robbery! You lay a 
trap for yourself, and vou volan- 
tarily tread in it—then plead ina- 
bility when you yourself have laid 
the foundation of your excuse — 
The whole business of the week 
should be divided into six portions 
with such care, that more may 
not be done on Saturday, than on 
any other day, 

On the morning of the Sabbath, 
how many slumber, while they 
ought to be preparing for divine 
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worship? There are some pro- 
fessed christians, who neglect to 
prepare for the house of God, till 
the bell calls them to the sanctus 
ary. When they enter the courts, 
where they expeci to meet thé 
Most High, thei: minds are con- 
fused and unfit for duty. ‘hey 
appear like the school-boy who 
loiters by the way, because he 
hates his books, 

Suitable preparation is essential 
to the successful petformance of 
secret dutics. To break off from 
the hurry of business and sudden- 
ly to engage for a few minutes In 
prayer, will never warm the heart 
and animate the soul. 

There should be stated times 
allotted toevery duty, that one 
May not interfere with the ocher. 
The sou! must be fed as well as 
the bocy. If it were not dead or 
sickly its appetites would be no 
less imperious than those of the 
body. Be systematic, and the 
life of a christian will be as regu- 
lar as the moticns of a clock 

Many neglect to attend confer- 
ences, because unprepared = If 
they delighted to speak often one 
to another they would so arrange 
their business as to find no incon- 
venience. ihereis no difficulty 
in attending town-meetings, or 
any other meetings, where reli- 
gion is not concerned. On such 
occasions we hear no complaint, 
that business suffers, or that the 
dis‘ance Is great, or the travelling 
bade 

Suitable preparation Is necessa- 
ry for ihe exercise of charity — 
Many excuse themselves for no 
other reason, than a neglect of 
preparction. But christians ought 
to consider, that charity is as es- 
sential to their character as any 
other grace. Without this they 


Religious Duty, 
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can hever see the kingdom of 
God. Whoso hath this world’s 
goods and secth his brother have 
need, and shutteth uft his bowels of 
compassion from him, how dwelle 
eth ithe love of Ged in him? That 
time, wliich is spent in idleness, 
and that money, which is spent 


in superfluities, would answer all 
the culls of charity 


Finally, preparation for duty 
makes it practicable, easy, pleas- 
ant, and successful. 


KAPPA. 


From the Panoplist. 
AN ALARMING FACT. 


Mr. Editor, 

Tue multiplication and enlarge. 
ment of distilleries, in this country, 
has been regarded with a favorable 
eye by some, on account of the saving 
of expense for imported spirits, which 
they are supposed to occasion. I be 
lieve, sir, that a simple recurrence 
tothe impost, upon foreign distilled 
liquors, would be quite sufficient to 
confute this supposition. It would 
appear, I am pretty confident, that 
for a number of years previous to the 
first embargo, the annual increase of 
importations was much greater, than 
the proportional increase of our popu- 
Jation. But it ought, according ‘o 
the supposition, to have been much 
less, because it is certain, that during 
the same period, the annual product 
of our distilleries was prodigiously 
increased, 

Not, however, to enlarge at pres- 
ent, upon this general view of the 
subject, I beg leave to state a-single 
well authenticated fact, which may 
stand in the place ot a whole volume 
of reasoning to prove, that the con. 
sumption ot foreign spirits is not very 
likely to be decreased, in the long 
ruo, by the daily and nightly labors 
of our own distillers. 

Some few years sgo, a respectable 
merchant removed from C—— into a 
distant part of New Engiand and set 


up a store where he has continued in 
business from that time to the present, 
Being on a visit, not long since, at 
C—— and conversing with a friend, 
upon the mischiefs of intemperance, 
he made the following truly humibiat- 
ing and alarming statement. That 
when he first commenced business 
where he now resides, there was lit- 
tle, or no ardent spirits of any kind 
manufactured in his neighborhood, 
and of course, little, or none consum- 
ed by the inhabitants, except what 
rum they purchased of him and other 
merchants: That distilleries have 
since been established, and the people 
have gone very generally and exten. 
sively, into the business of cultivsting 
potatoes and selling them to be made 
inte whiskey: that men, women and 
children, have gone excensively, too, 
into the free use of the poisonous li- 
quor. That when the crop of pota- 
toes comes in, ihe usual way is, for 
families to exchange their potatoes 
tor whiskey, of which, they first re- 
serve as much as they think will be 
necessury for the year, and then sell 
the remainder to the merchants: that 
after drinking what they hod reserv- 
ed, they begin to buy back what they 
had sold, and continue so to do, till 
about the next potatoe harvest, when 
itis ali bought back and consumed : 
that the next resort, to carry the peo- 
ple through the harvest, 1s rum: that 
during the short time which it lasts, 
he has actually sold more rum, than 
he used to sell, during the whole year, 
and thst other merchants inform him 
they have done the same ! 

Thus, by making and drinking whis- 
key, is rum saved there —till late in the 
year, andthen, what used to serve 
for ‘welve months, is drunk in a few 
weeks ! !—This is one of the most a- 
larming facts that I have any where 
met with, but I have no doubt, that 
many of a similar character, might be 
laid before the public. Would not 
your correspondents, Mr. Editor, ren- 
der avery important service to the 
cause of religion and humanity, by 
turning their particular attention to 
the collection of such facts, and send. 
ing them to you for publication ? 

Z. X.Y. 
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British and Foreign Bible Society. 


RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE, 


FOR THE CHRISTIAN MONITOR, 


Me. Editor, 

Tue attention of the religious pub. 
lic has for several years been much 
excited by the formation and success. 
ful exertions of Bibie Societies ; but 
probably many of your readers have 
not been favored with the accounts, 
which have been published. Should 
you think the following sketch calcu- 
lated to be useful to such, it is at your 
disposal. Yours cordially, B.N. 


A brief account of the rise and pro. 
gress of the British and Foreign Bi- 
ble Society, in which notice is ta- 
ken of other societies formed for 
the same important object :— 


* Ar anumerous and respectable 
meeting, held at the London Tavern, 
March 7, 1804, Granville Sharp, Esq. 
in the chair; a society was formed 
by the name of Tue BririsH anv 
Forsicn Bisue Sociery, for the 
aole and exclusive purpose of promot 
ing the circulation of the Holy Scriptures 
in the principal living languages.” 

Into this society christians of all 
denominations have been admitted 
from its first establishment ; and have 
acted with great cordiality. 

Some opposition has been manifest- 
edtothis society, and its operations 
have been, in some measure, impeded 
by the unhappy wars on the Europe- 
an Continent: but it has risen with 
amazing rapidity, and produced the 
most astonishing effects, Each re- 
volving year has witnessed great ad- 
ditions to its members, its resources, 
and its exertions. And theve is rea- 
sou to believe, thet it will proceed 
with increasing splendor, until all the 
nations are blessed with the light of 
heavenly truth. About a thousand 
pounds were, in a few days after its 
mstitution, subscribed to its funds, 
which were soon greatly increased. 
The receipts for the year ending May 
1812, exceeded $193,300. For the 
year following they were nearly 
And their yearly expen. 


% 400,000. 





ditures have often exceeded their re- 
ceipts. 

The number of members belonging 
to this society is not known ; bat we 
find smong them English and Irish 
prelates, ministers of the gospel in 
and out of the establishment, mem- 
bers and officers of the universities, 
citizens and magistrates, mechanics 
and merchants, generals and admi- 
rals, nobles and princes. 

To aid the parent institution aux- 
iliary Bible Societies have been form. 
ed in all the principal cities of Great- 
Britain. The Presbyteries of Scot- 
land have united their cordial exer. 
tions. And a spirit of co-operation 
has been manifested in different parts 
of Ireland. Even Roman Catholics 
have gratefully received its bounty, 
and expressed a regard for the insti- 
tution. 

By the enquiries, which they have 
excited, much important information 
bas been obtained, and the necessity 
of such an institution is placed in the 
strongest point of view In every 
city, town, and village, numerous ob. 
jects for their charity have been found. 
Many bearing the christian name hed 
never seena Bible. Among the Pro- 
testants in Ireland, and on the Euroe 
pean Continent this invaluable treas- 
ure was very scarce. But few among 
the many millions of Catholics pos- 
sessed it. in some of the European 
languages a copy of the scriptures 
could hardly be found. In the East 
and in Africa there has been for ages 
an almost total famine of the word. — 
And even in this highly favoured 
country a vast multitude are destitute 
of the only sure word of prophecy: 

The opportunities for distributing 
the Bible and the disposition to re- 
ceive it have beer found much great. 
er than was expected before the tri- 
al was made One gentleman, em- 
ployed by the society, has disposed of 
8,000 Bibles and Testaments within 
a year. And they have found among 
the destitute a very general disposi- 
tion to receive the scriptures with 
gratitude. Even Catholic priests 
Lave in many instances countenanced 
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their people in. receiving them ; but 
some of (hem have opposed it. Thus, 
after all the efforts of infidelity, it is 
evident, that the word of God has a 
powerful hold vn the minds and con- 
sciences of men. 

This society appear to embrace ev- 
ery mean to promote the circulation 
of the scriptures ; but they generally 
distribute them gratuitously, or sell 
them ata reduced price. And they 
express a conviction that it is, for 
many reasons, better te sell them at 
a low price to the poor, than to be- 
stow them gratuitously. This remark 
iz founded on experience and a just 
view of human nature, and deserves 
the attention of those societies, that 
act on a different principle. 

** The benevolence of this society 
has visited every quarter of the globe, 
and contributed to cheer almost every 
form of misery to which man is heir,” 
The objects of their charity are scat- 
tered from Labrador to La Plate, 
from Lapland to the Cape of Good 
Hope, from Canada to India. They 
are found in every European nation, 
in various paris of America, on the 
shores of Africa, and among the myre 
iads of India. They have remember- 
ed with paternal care their kindred 
and aliens; the poor and afflicted in 
their own and foreign countries.— 
They have conveyed the words of 
eternal life to cottages, workhouses, 
hospitals, penitentiaries, prisons, and 
jails. Indians, Negroes, and convicts 
have shared in their bounty By their 
exertions Bibles have been distribu- 
ted in the army and navy, and to the 
prisoners of war. To friends and en- 
emies, bond and free, Protestants and 
Catholics, civilized and barbarians, 
christians and heathen, they have 
presented the gospel of peace. And 
they have been instrumental in sende 
ing the word of God to the inhabit- 
ants of Labrador, Newfoundland, No- 
va-Scotia, New-Brunswick, and the 
Canadas; to many in different paris 
of the United States, to the Mohawk 
Indians, to the West-Indies, Surin- 
am, Brazil, and Buenos Ayres ; to 
Ireland, Lapland, Finland, and Swe. 
den ; to Denmark, Prussia, and vari- 
ous parts of Germany ; to Behemia, 
Silesia, Poland, Lithuania, Livonia, 
and other paris of the Russian em- 





pire; to Holland, Switzerland, 
France, Spain and Portugal; to Italy, 
Sicily, Malta, and Greece ; to Syria 
and Karass ; to Sierra Leon, and the 
Cape of Good Hope ; to New South 
Wales, Ceylon, and the millions of 
India. 

In 1809 they had assisted in produ- 
cing editions of the scriptures in sev- 
enteen European languages, Editions 
in several other languages have since 
been added. In Asia the scriptures 
have, in whole, or in part, been trans- 
lated into nearly thirty languages, and 
have been printed in many of them, 
To this vast work the British and For- 
eign Bible Society have contributed 
with a liberal hand. So that by their 
means the scriptures may now be read 
by many millions, who otherwise 
would never have seen those /ive/y 
oracles. With great propriety then, 
was it said, that this society, “ like 
the great rivers of the earth, which 
fertilize regions far distant from the 
soil, in which they take their rise, 
has diffused the waters of life to the 
remoiest realms, and has held out an 
invitation to every accessible part of 
the globe, Ho / every one that thirsteth, 
come ye to the waters.” 

The exertions of this society have 
been vast, and God has abundantly 
blessed them. But there is anuther 
point of view in which the importance 
of this institution ought to be consid- 
ered. Ii has roused the attention of 
mankind, and kindled their dormant 
feelings into a sacred flame. Their 
example, like the powerful influences 
of the sun, has produced the most 
pleasant effects, By it the friends of 
religion in different countries have 
been exciied and encouraged to insti« 
tute Bible Societies, and engage in 
the same noble cause. I will notice 
those which have come to my knowl- 
edge ; bui presume there are others 
of which I am ignorant. In the uni- 
ted kingdoms of Great Britain more 
than a hundred auxiliary Bible Socie- 
ties have been formed ; and a spirit 
of life and activity has been given to 
the Naval and Military Bible Society, 
which appears to have been instituted 
in 1780. 

The Hibernian Bible Society was 
formed at Dublin, January 1806. In 
1809, it had distributed 18,000 copies 
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cf the scriptures, and was extending 
its influence by establishing branches 
in different parts of Ireland. 

In 1807, the Bible Society at Cork 
was instituted. These societies bave 
been aided by the parent institution, 
and have circulated many Bibles 
among the puor natives 

In 1809 and 1810, four Bible Soci- 
eties were formed. The Edinburgh, 
the Scottish, the East, and the West 
Lothian. 

a the European Continent, the in- 
fluence of the British and Foreign So- 
ciety was soon felt, and a spirit of co- 
operation manifested. In 1805 a Bi- 
ble Society was founded at Nurem. 
berg in Germany, to which a number 
of persous in that empire and in Swit- 
zeriand coniributed. 

About the same time the Berlin 
Bible Society was instituted, under 
the direction of persons of rank, 
and the patronage of his Prussian 
Majesty. The objects of this society 
are declared to be the gratuitous dis- 
tribution to the Prussian poor, or the 
sale at very low prices, of Bibles and 
Testaments, and the printing of a 
new edition of the Bohemian scrip- 
tures. 

We find the Bible Society at Basle 
mentioned in 1806. These three so- 
cieties have received large donations 
from the society in England, and have 
been active agents in distributing 
their bounty, 

In this year also a Bible Society 
was established at Ratisbon in Ger- 
many, by the Romsn Catholics, for 
the purpose of circclating the New. 
Testament among their own poor, 
thousands of whom had never seen it. 
To this society the parent institution 
has also generously contributed. 

An Association at Stockholm, un- 
der the sanction of the King and his 
Privy Council, appears to have béen 
established early in 1808 ; and is call- 
ed the Evangelical Society, for the 
purpose of circulating the ecriptures, 
and distributing religious tracts. To 
this large remiitances have been made 
fromEngland. 

In 1811, » Bible Society was estab- 
lished in Finland, apd received the 
patronage of his Russian Majesty. 

fn 1812, was instituted the Livoni- 
Cc 
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an Bible Society, which promises to 
be useful in furnishing many poor 
families with the best consolation, the 
Bible. These two societies depend 
in a great measure on the British So- 
ciety for the means to prosecute their 
benevolent objects. } 

The Russian Bible Society was es- 
tablished in the spring of 1813, under 
the auspicies of the Emperor Alexan- 
der. 

The attention of the British and 
roreign Bible Society was early turn- 
ed to India In 1807, they voted 
£. 1000 to aid the translations.* In 
1809 they appointed a Corresponding 
Committee at Calcutta. In February 
1811, the Calcatta Bible Society was 
established under very favorable cir- 
cumstances in 1812 this society re- 
ceived from the parent institution 
§. 26,000, and will; it is hoped, be- 
come one great instrument of spread- 
ing the heavenly light in the east. : 

We vow turn from the Old to the 
New World, and contemplate with 
pleasure the effects produced by the 
Christian example of our elder Breth- 
ren. Here the hearts of Christians 
were made to rejoice, when they 
heard of the establishment of the Brit- 
ish and Foreign Bible Society, and 
they glorified God on its behaif; And 
we now see societies established for 
the same important purpose from 
Halifax to New Orleans. 

The Philadelphia Bible Society has 
the honour of taking the lead in A- 
merica, and was formed December 
1806. 

Ia 1809, the Connecticut. Bible So- 
ciety for that State, the Massachu- 
setts Bible Society at Boston, and the 
Maine Bible Society for this District 
were instituted. 

In 1810, ten Bible Sotieties were 
formed Merrimack at Newbury- 
Port, Salem and vicinity, two in the 
city of New York, one at Albany, and 
one at Utica, called the Oneida ; one 
at Balumore, one in Kentucky, one 


* In addition to about $ 22.000 previ- 
ously given, the society voted at their an- 
nual meeting in May 1811 to give 
$ 8,888 annually for three years, to be 
expended in translating and printing the 
screprur ea. BD, 
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at Beaufort, S. C. one at Charleston 
and one at Savannah in Georgia. 

In 1811, the New Jersey Bible 
Society was formed. 

In 1812, the New Hampshire Bible 
Society was formed 2! Concord, June 
Sd. This vear the Vermont Bile 
Society at Montpelier, and the Ohio 
Bible Society at Marietta, were es. 
tablished in October. 

In 1813, seven Bible Societies were 
instituted ; ‘he Helifax Bible Society 
at Halifax ; the Bible Society of Nas- 
sau Hall; the Hampden Bible Soci- 
ety for the county of Hampden ; the 
Bible Society of Virginia; 2 Bible 
Socieiy at the Natches for the Mis- 
sisippi Territory ; the Tennessee Bi- 
ble Society ; and the New Orleans 
Bible Society, with the approbation 
of the Roman Catholic Clergy in that 
city. 

Several of the American Societies 
have received liberal donations from 
the parent institution, and have man- 
ifested a laudable zeal in spreading 
the scriptures among the destitute. 
Others are yei in their infancy ; but 
it is hoped they will soon manifest the 
vigour of manhood. And surely they 
all deserve our esteem, and ought to 
unite the prayers of all, who wish 
well to Zion, 

In reviewing this pleasing subject 
the mind rests with lelight on the 
divine promise, When the enemy com 
eth in like a flood, the spirit of the Lord 
shall lift up a standard against him. 
In the spread of infidel sentiments, 
the overthrow of thrones end king- 
doms, and amidst the convulsions of 
the world Zion may seem to be laid 
desolate ; but the word of infallible 
prophecy «ssures us, that her streets 
shall be burlt again. and her wails, (not 
when sé€asons of tranquillity shall have 
returned, bui,) even in troublous times. 
All that we have seen for the last 
twenty years, and all that is now be- 
fore us, accords remarkably wi:h this 
prediction. During ‘his period, we 
have beheld, and we now see, on the 
one hand, unparalleled distress of 
nations, inextricable perplexi‘y in the 
politics of the world, and men’s hearts 
failing them through fear of what they 
dread is approaching. The times are 
indeed troublous. During the same pe- 


riod, we on the other hand, have seen, 
and still see with pleasing emotion, 
the church of the living Gop lifting up 
ber head with singular strength and 
mujesty,and with apostolic zeal, union 
and love, holding forth :he word of life, 
the glad tidings of salvation, to remove 
distress, perplexity, and fear, from all 
who dwell on the earth, and to bless 
mankind with righteousness, «nd 
peace, and purity; with rest, love and 
glorious fiberty, and with assurance of 
all these forever. How striking this 
contrast ! how interesting the specta- 
cle! and surely it is just what the 
prophets foretold, and what the right. 
eous and wise have always desired, 
and sought, and expected. 

In contemplating the events of this 
singular period, all the considerate and 
wise, and good, wonder, adore, and 
rejoice. They stand still, to behold 
with devout and joyful amazement, 
the great Ruler of the Universe work- 
ing, at once, destruction and salvation, 
in the midst oftheearth. While they 
muse and are still, a voiceis heard 
from the excellent glory, saying, won- 
cer, but go forward; sing of mercy, 
and of judgmeni, while the glory of 
both is Sefore you, but forget not to pers 
Sorm yout own part in those great move- 
menis whick so justly fix your atten- 
tion, and almost overwhelm you with 
astonishmente How great the honor 
and felicity of being called to be 
workers together with Gon himself, 
in the mighty enterprize of his re 
deeming providence” And who 


would not be ambitious of such hon- 
or? 


Extracts from the report onthe state 
of religion withinthe Presbyterian 
Church, made to the General As- 


sembly at their meeting at Philadel- 
phia, May, 18153.* 


The cause of Zion lies near the 
heart of every sincere follower of 
the Redeemer. He deserves not 
the name of a disciple, who can- 


* The General Assembly, at this 
mee'ing, assigned, for the ensuing 
year, 453 weeks of Missionary service. 











not join the Psalmist in saying, J/ 
I forget thee, O Jerusalem, let my 
right hand forget her cunning 3 1/ I 
do not remember thee, let my tongue 
cleave to the roof of my mouth; if 
Iprefer not Jerusalem above my 
chief joy. {n the prosperity of the 
Redeemer’s kingdom, the honor 
of God, and the everlasting wel- 
fare of the souls of men are invol- 
ved. That benevolence, which 
distinguishes our religion, inces- 
santly utters the prayer, 7Ay king. 
dom come: and when the news 
reaches the truly religious man, 
from any quarter of the earth, that 
the interests of the truth as it is in 
Jesus, are advanced, and that the 
followers of the Redeemer are 
multiplied; he experiences a joy 
similar in kind, to that which 
sWells tle bosoms of tlie angels of 
light, when sinners are broughi to 
repentance. 

To those who are thus tenderly 
concerned for the prosperity of 
Zion; and who are waiting and 
praying, and striving for the peace 
of Jerusalem, we have the iiappi 
ness to state, that, though we find 
many things within our bounds to 
ceplore, yet, on the whole, we 
have abundant cause to ‘Aank God 
and take courage. Amidst much 
coldness, declension, and iniquie 
ty, we discern evident tokens, that 
God has not forgotten to be gra- 
cious In some places within our 
bounds, during the past year, the 
spirit has descended like a gentle 
dew, and in others in copious 
showers, making the parched 
heath as a fcuitful field. 

The state of religion among a 
people may be judged of with tol- 
erable correctness, from that at- 
tention which the ordinances of 
religion, and the means of grace 
receive, and from those exertions 
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and those sacrifices, which are 
made, to extend the Redeemer‘s 
kingdom = By their fruits shall ye 
know them, isarule of judging 
prescribed by the Saviour himself. 
We view it then as an evi- 
dence that God, by the precious 
influences of his spirit, is in the 
midst of our churches, when we 
learn, that there is, within our 
bounds, a respectful and general 
attendance on a preached gospel ; 
that children & youth, and in some 
places the aged, are instracted 
by catechizing, in the great truths 
and duties of religion ; that Mis- 
sionary, and Bible,and Religious 
Tract societies exist, are numer- 
ous, and extensively patronized, 
and are successfully exerting 
themselves in spreading a knowl- 
edge of divine truth, that young 
men of hopeful _ piety, and of 
promising talents, are taken from 
those occupations, to which their 
poverty had confined them, and 
are educated for more extensive 
usefulness in the church, as gos- 
pel ministers; that associations 
of young people are formed for 
the laudable purpose of sending 
the gospel to those, who enjoy not 
its stated ministrations ; that the 
heathen in distant lands are re- 
membered, with tender solicitude, 
and contributions are cheerfully 
and liberally made, to send the 
gospel to them ; that praying so- 
cieties are extensively instituted, 
and devoutly attended, and a hope 
is thus warrauted, that the win- 
dows of heaven will be opened, and 
the richest blessings descend on 
this guilty world. 

The number of churches with- 
in our bounds, has, during the past 
year, considerably increased ; and 
destitute congregations, through 
the faithfulness of our Ministers 
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in their neighborhood, have been 
exiensive'y supplied with the ad- 
ministration of gospel ordinances 
We hope that those, who have 
thus been favoured, will not forget 
the solemn obligations, which 
they are under to establish, as 
speedily as possible, the gospel 
minisiry permanently among 
themselves. We state with pleas- 
ure, that great harmony prevails 
in our churches, & that ministers 
and people appear to be walking 
together, in the charity and faith, 
and order of the gospel. | Infidel 
itv and other ruinous errors, con- 
scious of deformity, seem to court 
concealment whilettuth goes forth 
in her native loveliness. and meets 
With extensive approbation 

But we have still more encour 
aging things than these to make 
known. In anumber of places 
within ovr bounds, during the 
pas year, there bave been exten 
sive revivzls of religion, scenes re- 
sembling those of Pentacost, have 
been witnessed ; In which solem- 
niiy has pervaded a people, sin 
ners have been brought to enquire 
with  solicitude, and with trem. 
bling, what they must do to be 
saved, and have at length been 
brought to rejoice in that glorious 
liberty, Wherewith Christ makes 
free. Fresh evidence has thus 
been afforded. of the reality of the 
religion of Jesus, and of the pow- 
er and grace of God. We have 
seen the “thiofitan change his skin, 
and the Leofiard his sfiots; and 
have been forced to exclaim, in 
view of such miracles of mercy, 
this trulyis the finger ef God. 
The Presbyteries, in which such 
revivals have principally taken 
piace, are Jersey, Hudson, Onon 
daga,and Albany ; and the places 
which have been most extensive- 
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ly visited, are Homer, Newark, 
Elizabethtown, aud Cennecticut 
Farms. 


In many places, also, where no 


‘special revivals have existed, the 


cause of religion preseuts a pleas- 
in aspect ; and the church looks 
green and flourishing, under the 
gentle dews of divine grace, distill- 
ing upon it. Numbers are, from 
time to time, added tothe Lord, 
of such, we trust, as shall be saved. 

the religious instruction of 
children has been blessed; and 
that watchful care, which has been 
exercised over ihese lambs of the 
flock, hes been often made a mean 
by the great shepherd and Bishop 
of souls, of bringing them into 
his foid. A strong incitement has 
thus been afforded to parental and 
ministerial fidelity ; and the pleas- 
ing hope is excited, that a genera- 
tion shall rise ud to praise God, 
when their fathers shall have fal- 
len asleep We have also seen, 
in the events of the past year, 
viewed in connexion with their 
circumstances, fresh and impr¢ss- 
ive evidence that God zs a firayer 
hearing God; and thatit is gen- 
erally in answer to the earnest 
supplications of his people, that 
he appears in his glory to build 
up Zion. 

But, while we thus rejoice in 
the divine goodness, we have rea- 
son, also, to deprecate the divine 
displeasure In too many places, 
within our bounds, a luke warm- 
ness, & a neglect of religious ordi- 
nances prevails, and the vices of 
profane swearing, drunkenness, & 
sabbath breaking-exist, to an alar- 
ming degree. In other places, 
things temporal, trifling ib their 
nature, and momentary in their 
duration, engross the chief atten- 
tion, to the neglect of those things, 











of whose importance and duration 
we cannot at present adequately 
conceive. While thé prince of 
darkness is thus striving io main- 
tain an unhallowed domiiion over 
the souls of men, let those who 
are clothed with the Christian ar- 
mour Jabour under the direction 
ofthe great CAPTAIN OF THEIR 
SALVATION, to deliver them from 
this cruel bondage, into the glo 

rious liberty of the sons of God. 


Extract from the minutes of the Gen- 
eral Association of Connecticut, 
June 1815. 


The Trustees of the Missionary 
Society of Connecticut reported 
that “ About five and twenty Mis- 
sionaries have been sent out, in 
the course of the year, into the 
various new settlements in our 
country. The places to which the 
Gospel has been sent hy this So- 
ciety are the newly settled partsof 
Vermont, the northern and wes- 
tern parts of the state ef N. York, 
the northern part of Pennsylvania, 
and the state of Ohio; especially 
that part of it which is called 
New Connecticut—Jhe whole 
amount of expenditures for the 
last year, is $8 4085,'2. For this 
amount about 376 weeks of Mis 
sionary service have been per- 
formed, and 1940 religious books 
and pamphlets, of various descrip- 
tions have been circulated in the 
name ofthe Missionary Society of 
Connecticut. 

The Missionaries have faithful- 
lv attended to their appointments. 
‘Their opportunities to address the 
people, on their spiritual concerns, 
have been improved on other days 
as well as on the Lord’s day. In 
the spirit of heir Master, they 
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have labored for the salvation of 
men. 

The Society, & the pious people 
in the State, who have contribu- 
ted towards the support of these 
missions, have most abundant 
cause for joy, and the best en- 
couragement to continue and te 
extend their labors of love. Gop 
has signally expressed his appro- 
bation of the work, by crowning 
it with greatsuccess. ‘Lhe order 
of the Gospel has been introduced 
into mapy places once desolate 
through the abounding of igno- 
rance and iniquity. Villages and 
cities are built up in the obser- 
vance of religion, which without 
the aid of missions, in spiritual 
things, would have resembled the 
uncultivated wilderness. Errors 
of the most fascinating and per- 
nicious kind have been corrected. 
And not only have the people been 
prepared to attend the Gospel for 
the sake of their social welfare, 
but, through the influence of the 
Holy Spirit sent down from heav- 
en upon them, many hungred and 
thirsted for the bread and water of 
life, and have beei: satisfied. In 
various places Gop has appeared 
in the midst of the people, and 
has gathered sinners to himself in 
great numbers. Respecting the 
state of religion within the state 
though they lament the sin of in: 
temperance and the profanation 
ofthe Sabbath, they report that 
the public mind is beginning to 
array itself against these sins, and 
that there is an increasing disposi- 
tion to resist the Sin of intemper— 
ance and the violation of the 
Christian Sabbath—that there 
have been, the last year, pleasing 
revivals of religion in Kent, New- 
Hartford, Canton, Torringford, 


South Britain, Southbury, Plym- 
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euth, Litchfield and Killingly— 
that there are happy indications 
of special divine influence in East 
Hartford, & West Sufficid & in 
several other places—and that 
they have to record with great 
gratitude to Gep the commence- 
ment of an uttestion to religion 
among the students in Yale Col- 
lege which still continues. 


From the Panoplist. 
REVIVAL OF RELIGION IN SOUTH 
BAITAIN, A PARISH IN THE 
TOWN OF SOUTHBURY, (CON ) 


To the Editor of the Panoplist. 
Sir, 

If you shall jud¢e the fillowing nar. 
rative of a work of God, among the 
people of my charge, calculated to 
promote the interests of religion, 
you are at liberty to insert it in your 
valuable Macexzine. 

Yours affectionately, 
Benner TyLer: 
South Britain, Aug. 16, 1813. 


Tue first favorable appearances, 
which gave us reason to hope, 
that the Lord was about to visit 
us with the effusions of his Spir- 
it, were discoverable early in the 
spring of 1812 During the pre. 
ceding winter, it had been a time 
of unusual stupidity. The wise 
and the foolish appeared to be 
slumbering together Meetings 
for religious conference and pray- 
er, which, for five years previous, 
had been statedly attended, so far 
declined, that at the commence- 
snent of the winter, they were 


' entirely discontinued. Our youth 


were remarkably thoughtless, and 
in many instances began to be 
dissipated. Although the gener- 
ality of the people paid a constant 
and decent attention to public 
worship on the Sabbath, yet there 
was but very litle of the life and 
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power of religion manifested, even 
among professors. 

Such was the state of things 
among us, ull about the beginning 
of the month of March; when 
the minds of a few members of 
the church, in different parts of 
the society, were unusually im- 
pressed with a sense of our de- 
plorable situation. About eight 
or ten pious persons, as I have 
since learnt, had very similar im- 
pressions almost at the same time, 
each one being ignorant of the 
feelings of the rest. They were 
led deeply to humbie themselves 
before God for their past backsli- 
dings, and earnestly to implore 
the reviving influences of the 
Holy Spirit. 

Shortly after this, it was pro- 
posed to the church to set apart a 
day for fasting and prayer ; partly 
on account of the distressing and 
mortal sickness which prevailed 
in some neighboring towns; but 
more especially, on account of the 
great stupidity which prevailed 
among ourselves. A day was 
accordingly appointed, and, to our 
great surprise, a larger congrega- 
tion assembled than had been 
witnessed for a considerabie time 
previous, on the Sabbath. A 
prayer-meeting was attended in 
the forenoon, which was very 
solemn. A sermon was preached 
in the afternoon, and another in 
the evening, by two ministers who 
were present from abroad. An 
unusual attention and solemnity, 
were visible throughout the as, 
sembly ; and from that time for. 
ward our congregations on the 
Sabbath assumed a new aspect. 


About this time, a little circle 
of Christians set up a weekly 
prayer-meeting, for the express 
purpose of supplicating the influ- 
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ences of the Holy Spirit. This 
meeting will never be forgotten 
by those who attended it. At 
these seasons, there were svecial 
tokens of the divine presence, and 
such wrestlings in prayer, as are, 
perhaps rarely realized The joys 
experienced by this little circle of 
praying people, were such; as a 
stranger intermeddleth not with. 
They were precious foretastes of 
joys to be realized in a better 
world, Not long after this 
prayer meeting was set up, a 
public, weekly conference was 
also instituted, which was crowd- 
ed and solemn. In the mean 
time, an increasing attention and 
solemnity, were visible in the 
congregation on the Sabbath 
Such was the state of things 
among us, in the fore part of the 
month of April ; and although no 
persons were then known to be 
under special awakenings; yet 
we were led to hope, that the 
Lord had mercies in store for us 
which he was about soon to be- 
stow. Several pious persons were 
anxiously waiting for the conso- 
lation of Israel They watched 
with trembling hope every motion 
of the little cloud, which they 
discovered rising above the hori- 
zon ; and they felt that confidence 
in the promises of God, which 
usually attends a peculiar spirit of 
prayer. It was not long before 
their hopes began to be realized. 
Four or five persons, ia different 
parts of the parish, were awa- 
kened to a sense of their sin and 
danger, and began to inquire, 
what they should do to be saved. 
These fresh tokens of the divine 
presence added new courage to 
those who had been praying, and 
Waiting for the blessing, and ia- 
Spired them with sanguine ex 
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pectations, that their prayers were 
soon to be answered. But it was 
necessary that their faith and 
patience should be tried, that 
they might be the more fully 
prepared to give God the glory, 
Yor several weeks, things remain. 
ed stationary. The cloud which 
had been rising, and which, as We 
had fondly hoped, promised a re-- 
freshing shower, appeared to stops 
No new instances of conviction 
occurred It was a time of trem. 
bling anxiety and awful suspense. 
During the month of May how- 
ever, those, who had been first 
awakened, obtained a hope of an 
interest in Christ; and some others 
were foundto be under serious 
impressions. The members of 
the ehurch began more generally 
to take an interest inthe work ; 
for it is to be remarked, that altho” 
previous to this, individuals had 
been very much awake to the 
subject of reiigion, this animated 
attention had been by no means 
generalin the church. A more 
fervent spirit of prayer was 
poured out, and, in the latter part 
of June, the rain of divine influ- 
ences descended, in every part of 
the parish, like a mighty shower. 
Great numbers were awakened, 
and through the month of July 
scarcely a day passed, wiich 
will not be remembered, as the 
spiritual birth day of some one, 
or more souls, who, as we hope, 
have been born of Gop. As 
many as forty in the course of 
that month, obtained a hope of a 
saving interest in the Redeemer. 
The scenes, which were at this 
time passing before us, cannot be 
described ; nor can they be con- 
ceived of but by those, who have 
Witnessed scenes of a similar 


nature. The eyes of Gon’s peoples 
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sparkled with joy inexpressible; 
while in the countenances of 
sinners were depicted distress and 
horror. The things of eternity 
Were now regarded as realitics of 
infinite moment. From the gray 
headed sinner to the child of nine 
years old, the question was daily 
and earnestly repeated, ‘“*What 
must I do tobe saved?” Religion 
was now the great theme of 
discourse, In the family, inthe 
street, in the field, and in the shop 
it engrossed almost the whole 
eonversation. The customary 
amusemenrts of youth were en- 
tirely laid aside, and meetings for 
Prayer and praise and religious 
instruction, were substituted in 
their stead Not a circle met 
together, however accidentally, 
but it was converted into a relig- 
ious meeting. The taverns were 
forsaken, the ballroom was left 
desolate, and in lieu o/ the viol, 
were heard psalms and hymns 
and spiritual songs. 

At this trme, it is believed, the 
whole congregation Were more or 
less impressed. Satan seemed to 
be bound for a little season, and all 
Opposition wes silenced. Oppo- 
sers stood aghast. ‘lLhey beheld, 
and wondered, and like the 
magiciens of Egypt, were con- 
strained to confess, “ This is the 
finger of God.” Several who had 
been open revilers, were arrested, 
and like the persecuting Saul of 
Tarsus, were brought to espouse 
that cause, which they had at- 
tempted to destroy. 

Religious meetings were very 
frequently attended, and notwith- 
standing it was the most busy 
season of the year, they were 
usually crowded A very con- 
siderable congregation might at 


" any time be collected upon the 





shortest notice. So great was the 
desire of people to obtain religious 
instruction, that not unfrequently, 
persons have been seen three or 
four miles from home, at an 
evening conference. But altho” 
the attention was so great, there 
was very little appearance of 
enthusiasm. Convictions, though 
in many instances very deep and 
pungent, appeared to be rational. 
‘The utmost decotum prevailed in 
our meetings. There were no 
out cryings ; no bodily agitations ; 
bat a solemn. awful stillness, 
which indicated the special pres- 
ence of Gop. No attempts were 
made to work upon the passions 
and imaginations of the people, 
but the naked truths of the Gospel 
were exhibited to their view, “and 
pressed upon their consciences. 
The doctrines particularly insisted 
on, Were the entire depravity of 
human nature ; the necessity ofa 
change ofheart, by the special 
influences of the Holy Spirit ; 
justification by faith alone in the 
merits ofa Divine Saviour ; & the 
sovereignty of God, inthe gov- 
ernment of the world, and in the 
dispensations of his grace. ‘J hese, 
tomether with the doctrines inti- 
mately connected with them, 
appeared to be the power of Gop 
unto salvation. 

The work continued to progress 
with great power and rapidity, 
tillsome time in the month of 
August, when it suddenly abated. 
For a little season, there appeared 
to be a total suspension of the 
special influences of the Spirit. 
After two or three weeks, howev:- 
er, the work again commenced, 
and progressed slowly tijl the 
latter part of the following 
Winter, since which time it has 
gradually declined At present, 
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thotgh We see many precious 
fruits of the revival, and have 
great occasion to rejoice, in what 
we have been permitted to wit- 
ness; we have also cause for deep 
humiliation before God, that we 
have grieved away the blessed 
Comforter, 

The number of those who have 
manifested a hope, that they have 
passed from death unto life, since 
ihe revival commenced, is not far 
from eighty.* That all of these 
will hold out to the end, is more 
than we can rationally expect; 
and, indeed, some already give 
us too much reason to fear, that 
they were no_more than stony- 
rround hearers. But with few 
exceptions, they appear, as yet, to 
bring forth fruit meet for repen- 
tance. Forty eight have been 
added to the church, three more 
stand propounded, and several 
others are expected soon to pre. 
sent themselves, as candidates for 
admission. 

‘The subjects of this work are 
ofall ages from nine years old to 
sixty. Several heads of families 
have been hopefully brought into 
the kingdom ; in consequence of 
which, family worship is now 
maintained in many houses, 
where, a short time since, there 
was no aitar for God. The largest 
number, however, is among the 
young. It is peculiarly pleasant 
io witness the alteration, which 
has taken place, among the rising 
veneration. Many, who eighteen 
months ago were remarkably 
thoughtless, and some of them 
openly profane and dissipated, are 
now sober and discreet in their 
behavior, anc appear to be grow- 


* The whole number of souls in the 
marish, exclusive of sectarians, does 
aot exceed 500 
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ing fast in Christian knowledge 
aud preparing for distinguished 
usefulness in their day and gener- 
ation. ‘lhey have renounced the 
sinful vanities by which youthful 
minds are apt to be captivated, 
and have found from experience, 
that wisdom’s ways are ways of 
pleasaniness, and that all her 
paths are peace. 

In the previous extcrnal char- 
acter of those who have been 
awakened and hopefully convert— 
ed, there was a great diversity. 
Some were persons of exemplary 
morals, and constant attendants 
onthe means of grace. Others 
were immoral is their conduct, 
deistical in their sentiments, re- 
gardiess of the institutions of the 
Gospel, and open revilers of the 
Christian religion. Eut by far 
the greatest prope: tion, were per- 
sons, who in early life, had been 
dedicated to God, and who had 
enjoyed the privilege of a relig- 
ious education _ ‘Thus while God 
has strikingly displayed his sove- 
reignty, he has also remembered 
nis covenant, and shewn himself 
to be faithful! to his promises. 

The exercises. of those who 
give evidence of having experien- 
ceda saving change, though es~ 
sentially the same in all, have been 
circumstentially very different in 
diferent persons ‘There was a 
great difference in persons under 
conviction ; both asto the dura- 
tion and pungency of their con- 
victions. Some were distressed 
for months. Others obtained re- 
licf ina few weeks, and some in 
a few days, after their first im- 
pressions. In many cases, con- 
victions were very distressing. I 
have seen men in middle life, men 
of great natural fortitude, so borne 
cown with a sense of guilt, that 
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their burden seemed scarcely sup- 
portable In others, though their 
convictions appeared to be equally 
genuine, they were not attended 
with that extreme distress. In 
most the work of conviction pro- 
gressed gradually, though in some 
much more rapidly, than inothers. 
They were first awakened to a 
sense of their danger and excited 
to make exertions to obtain salva- 
tion. They endeavored to re- 
commend themselves to God by 
their abundant duties; but as they 
came to see more of the nature of 
the divine law, they found that all 
their services were radically de- 
feetive ; and that so far from pro- 
curing the favor of God, they be- 
came.more and more obnoxious 
to his wrath. In this way they 
were ledio a sight of the total 
corruption of their hearts ; and it 
was not unusual for them to be 
troubled with dreadful heart-ris- 
ifigs against the character and 
government of God, and against 
the requirements and threstenings 
of his law. They found that the 
earnal mind, is, indeed, enmity 
against God Thus they were 
brought to see their utterly lost 
state by nature, andtheir entire 
dependence on the sovereign and 
distinguishing mercy of God. 
While in this situation, their dis- 
tress of mind was often great 
beyond description But thig was 
usually a prelude to joy and peace 
in believing. 

W hen they obtained relief their 
views of divine things appeared 
tobe entirely changed ; though 
the views of some were much 
more clear than those of others. 
The character of God, as reveal- 
ed in the Scriptures, against 
which they had felt great opposi- 
tron, now appeared amiable, They 








could rejoice that just such a be. 
ing was on the throne of the uni. 
verse, and that he would dispose of 
all things, even of themselves, ac- 
cording to his sovereign pleasure. 
This seemed to be the language 
of their hearts, “Here are we, 
Lord, vile, ufworthy, hell-deserv- 
ing sinners; do with us as seem~ 
eth good in thy sight ; ifwe are 
lost, it is just what we deserve ; 
and if we are saved, it willbe all 
of grace, andto thy great name 
shall be given all the glory.” ‘fhe 
law ot God now arpeared reason- 
able in all its requireménts, and 
perfectly just inits penalty. In 
the character and offices of Christ 
asa divine Savior, they discover- 
ed a beauty and a glory, of which 
they had before no conception. 
They saw him to be just sucha 
Savior asthey needed. He was, 
therefore, precious to them, and 
regarded as the chief among ten 
thousand and one altogether love- 
ly. he Bible appeared to them 
a new book. They found it a 
rich treasury of precious instruc- 
tion and of most the refined entet- 
tainment. ‘he doctrines of grace, 
to which they had feli great oppo- 
sition, they cordially embraced. 
They found them to be the sinceré 
milk of the word, which furnished 
them daily with spiritual nourish- 
ment. They felt a peculiar love 
and attachment to the people of 
God ; and in the duties of feligion 
they experienced a satisfaction 
with which they were before 
totally unacquainted. Concerning 
the consolations of religion, they 


were ready to say, with the - 


queen of Sheba when she had 
surveyed the glory of Solomon’s 
kingdom, ‘ It was indeed a true 
report which we had heard of 
these things, but lo! the half was 
not told us.” 7 
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The above is but an imperfect 
sketch of what we have been per- 
mitted to witness. Teuly the 
Lord hath done great things for us 
whereof we are glad, andio his 
name be ascribed alltheglery. O! 
that men would praise the Lord for 
his goodness, and for his wonderful 
works to the children of men. 


REVIVAL OF RELIGION IN STOCK- 
BRIDGE, (MASS.) 


From the Vermont Adviser. 


Ir appears, that God, in his great 
mercy, had been preparing the way, 
for some time past, for the great 
work, which he has of late been car- 
rying on amongst us. For two or three 
years past, he has been graciou-ly 
pleased to excite the mitds of some 
ofthe people to unusual concern re- 
specting the things of religion. And 
several bad been, hopefully, brougkt out 
of darkness into the light. A rather un- 
common spirit of prayerseemed to have 
been given to God's people, pat ticular 
ly as 1 have reason to suppose, to the 
female Society in this place instituted 
for prayer, animating them to pecue 
liar earnestness, in their supplication 
for an increasing revival of his own 
glorious work: In the fall of the year 
our assemblies, on the Sabbath, were 
large and peculiarly solemn and at- 
tentive. On the first Sabbath, in Jan- 
uary, thirteen were received into the 
church; to three of them baptism was 
administered at the time. The scene 
was affecting; and it seemed, as it 
were, to strike the smoking flax into a 
fame. Feom that time forward the 
awakening, and attention to the con- 
cerns of their souls increased among 
the people, beyond any thing we haye 
before known—an almost universal so- 
lemnity prevailed. Seon numbers were 
found to be under deep and pungent 
conviction. And hopeful conversion 
presently began to take place, and to 
increase. A divine and supernatural 
power & agency were so visible, that 
very few mouths were opened against 
the blessed work.—This good work 
continued without interruption, end 
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the number of converts almost daily 
increased. None.of these made a pub- 
lic profession, until the last Sabbath 
in June. Early in that month the 
church had meetings, and spent two 
afternvons in examining into the qual- 
ifications of such as offered themselves 
for communion with the church. Ac- 
cordingly, the next Lord’s day Seventy 
were propounded for admission inte 
the church. Sixty-seven only were, 
however, received—two or three fee- 
ble perscns being then too unwell to 
come out. J wenty-eight of these re- 
ceived baptism at the time. The 
scene was exceedingly solemn and af- 
fecting, Amongst those, who were re- 
ceived into the church, there were of 
all ages, from fourteen to seventy—some 
few of these were persons, who hoped 
they had experienced religion, some 
for one, aad some for several years 
before. 

There are now, I believe, not less 
than sixty more inthe town, who hope 
they have experienced a work of sa- 
ving grace ; and will, probsbly, most, 
or all of them, ere lung, make a public 
professionAnd, through the sove- 
reign, wonderful mercy of God, 
rumber is constantly increasing. 
Sometime in May, the good work see- 
med rather onthe decline ; but of late, 
God has been graciously pleased, a- 
gain, much to revive it: And it is 
thought there are nearly as many un- 
der special and, many of them, deep 
impressions, as there bave been at any 
particular time since this blessed work 
has been graciously begun amongst us. 
Instances of apparent conversions are 
now frequen's God grant that the gra- 
cious influence, which produces such 
happy effects, may still be continued. 
The number of praying persons and 
praying families is much increased : 
And such as make meation of the 
Lord, it is hoped, will not keep si- 
lence, nor give him rest, till he estab- 
lish, & till he make Jerusalem a praise 
intheearth. Not less, probably, than 
abundred and twenty have been the 
subjects of divine saving influences, 
(as we hope,} since the first Sabbath 
in January ;—And God is still carry- 
ing on, as we trust, bis own gracicus 
and glorious work. My own labors,and 
those of Mr, Swift, my worthy col- 
league, have been greatly increased --- 
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his have been abundant ; much beyond 
what J was able to go through, at my 
advanced age [esteem it a great bles- 
sing, that I bave hsd, and still have his 
Assistance. Bur God’s grace does all, 

It may, perbaps, be useful to men- 
tion some particular instances, in 
which the hand and power of God 
were more peculiarly visible, than in 
others, A man of upwards of seven- 
ty years of age came, within two or 
three years past, to live amongst us, 
He is a man of peculiar ingenuity in 
the business which he follows —of bet- 
ter mentsl abiliiies than common—has 
travelled —been in England and France 
and, while in France, took lodgings 
in the same house with the noted 
Thomss Paine. There he imbibed 
the religious, or rather irrel7zious sen- 
timents of Mr. Paine, and became a 
thorough and established infidel — 
Wh these sentiments he came into 
thistown. Some time in the winter 
past he tell sick—Scon his confidence 
in his infidel principles began to be 
shaken. Expeciing that he should not 
probably survive that sickness, he 
soon full into trouble of mind—his dise 
tress became exceedingly great.— 
Some religious people, who visiied 
him, thought it exceeded any thingy 
they had belore seen, In this painful 
state of mind he continued for some 
time—But at lengt# divine sovereign 
mercy and grace interposed, as we 
have reason to hope, and brought him 
relicf. An uncommon change seemed 
to have been wrought in him ; and Le 
professed to have hope inGod,& peace 
and jov in believing. Knowing his for- 
mer character, Christian people were, 
for some time diffident ; and dared not 
conclude that be had experienced a 
radical change. His conduct, howev- 
er, since, and his apparent engaged. 
ness in religion, have gained him the 
charity of Christians and others: And 
be now takes much delight in the so- 
ciety of Christians. — When, after this, 
he first opened the New Testament 
to read in it, he could hardly persusde 
himself, that this was the book, which 
be had read in younger life. And the 
truths he read were so new & different 
from what he had ever apprehended 
before, that it seemed to bim he had 
never heardthem before. The char- 
acter ofthe Lord Jesus and ihe atone. 


ment he made for sin appeared to hina 
so wise, so perfect and glorious, that 
his heart was filled with delight—And 
his hope spd joy in this glorious Sa. 
viour still continue —He derives no 
other ground of hope. 


The convictions which have been 
wrought in the minds of these, who 
have been the subjects of this blessed 
work, have, in general, been deep and 
pungent. They have, in most insten.- 
ces, bad a clear and distressing vie w 
of the tots! opposition of their hearts 
to God und holiness ; and felt an en- 
tire disrelish of the character ofChris'. 
In some instances, the opposition they 
felt to Christ and to his cause, was 
euch, that they openly expressed their 
wishes never to see a Christian, snd 
never to Leve one enter their doors. 
In one instance a female, «fler being 
relieved from her distresses by the 
power of divine grace, (as we trust,) 
mentioned before the church, when 
shé wes examined for sdmission that 
her enmity egainst Ged rose to such & 
height, that she could have consented 
herself to go to hell, cculd she dut carry 
God into hell with her. Surety the heart 
is, aid must be desperately wicked ! 


No visible disorder has taken place 
amongst us through the whole of the 
time in which God has been working 
so mightily by his power and grace ;— 
Nor ‘have there been any of those en- 
thusiastic flights, which often occasion 
reproach to be cast ona work of God’s 
Spirit. In our public meetings and as- 
semblies nothing more than sn un- 
common solemnity bas been observa. 
ble ; unless it were,in some instances, 
the tears of those, whose minds have 
been affected. 


We have great reason of thankful- 
ness, that good orcer and regularity 
have been observed, noi withstanding 
so much emotion and agitaiion of mind 
as have been excited among the peo- 
ple.—And that, amidst~the political 
disseutions so prevalent at the present 
day, a spirit of harmony and unanim- 
ily respecting this glorious work has 
been very apparent. In the manifes-" 
tation of his saving love and mercy 
God has made no distinction between 
the different parties in politics, there 
are amongst us: But he shuws him- 
self to be soyercign; having mercy 
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on whom he will have mercy, and 
whom he will, hardening. 

We feel, tho ugh i in a far less degree 
than we ought, our obligations of e- 
ternal thankfulness and praise to the 

great God und Saviour for his great & 
very wonderful mercies to us. And 
such as are indeed the children of 
God, will bless his glorious name, to 
eternity, for the rich end undeserved 
mercies he has graciously bestowed 
upon us. 

That this brief narrative of God‘s 
glorious work, and the great things he 
has done, and is sill doing for us, 
may be for the glory of God, the edi- 
fication and quickening of all the good 
people into whose hands it may fall— 
And that it may awaken the atcention 
of sinners, and be the meen of convin- 
cing them of the need they stand in 
of being the subjects of a saving work 
of the spirit of GodeAnd, also, that 
it may excite the gratitude and praise 
of Z.on’s friends, and be the occasion 
of many thanksgivings to God, is the 
desire and prayer, 

Of their Friend and Servant, 
STEPHEN WeE3T. 


REVIVAL OF RELIGION IN NEW 
JERSEY, Kc. 


By letters lately received from 
Andover, the following religious 
intelligence is communicated ; 
which will gladden the hearts of 
all, who pray for the prosperity of 
Zion. 

A considerable attention to re- 
ligion prevails in the city of New 
York. 


'In two congregations in New. 


Jersey thereis an extensive revi- 
val ; more than 150 in each deep. 
ly impressed, a large number of 
whom indulge a hope. 

Snowers of divine grace are also 
descending on some parts of Con- 
necticut. During the last winter 
about 90 have publicly espoused 
the cause of Christ in Hartford. 
In the second parish in Coventry 
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about 30 have hopefully submitted 
to Christ, and as mahy more are 
under serious impressions. 

In Bridport, (Vt.) about 8 miles 
from Middlebury, between 50 and 
60 have been called from the 
bondage of sin to the libe:ty of the 
gospel; and the good work sull 
continues. 

A letter received at Philadel- 
phia from London communicates 
the pleasing intelligence, that 
Pomarree, King of Otaheite, has 
become a Christian ; and a num- 
ber of Bramins in India convert: 
ed to the religion of Jesus. 

When such good news comes 
from distant regions, who can 
doubt the near approach of the 
millenial glory 2 And who can 
withhold his prayers, or. his ex- 
ertions, to hasten the glories of 
the latter days? | 


Tue Inquisition. 


Tux Spanish Cortes have de- 
creed, by 94 votes against 43, that 
the Inquisition is. incompatible 
with the Constitution of Spain. 
This event, which will give joy to 
all the friends of justice & liberty 
throughout the world, took place 
on the 22d of January, 1813. The 
prospect is at present, that this 
horrible tribunal will soon forever 
cease to torment and disgrace 
mankind. It has but a bare exis- 
tence in some of the Portuguese 
colonies, and will. probably be 
banished thence by the influence 


_ of the British, never more to find 


a resting place on earth. 

The Pope’s nuncio in Spain re- 
monstrated to the Regency a- 
gainst the decree abolishing that 
horrid tribunal the Inquisition ; 
and not satisfied with open opposi- 
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89 Speech in favor of abolishing the Inquisitian, 


tion, addressed private letters to 
the higher orders of the clergy, 
advising them not to read the de- 
cree in public, as they had been 
ordered to do by the Regency. 
As soon as these proceedings were 
known to the Regency, a mani- 
festo, or public order of govern- 
ment, was issued against the nun- 
cio, commanding him, in the most 
decisive terms, to abstain from 
any such measures in future. 
The decree to abolish the Inquis. 
ition is the more werthy of obser- 
vation, as the President of the Re. 
gency, Who intends the decree 
shall’be faithfully executed, is an 
Arch Bishop ofthe Roman Cath. 
olick church, ’ 

The Pope’s nuncio, Gravina, in 
consequence of his continued op- 
positio:. to the decree of the cortes 
abolishing the Inquisition, has 
been banished from Spain. 

Intelligence has also been re- 
ceived in England, that the In- 
quisition at Goa has been abolish 
ed; and its caverns have been 
thrown open for the inspection 
and abhorresce of the people. 

Panopilist, 


Extract from a Speech delivered be- 
fore the national congress of Spain, 
in favor of abolishing the Inquisi- 
tion, by Antonio Foseph Ruiz de Pa- 
dron,* translated for the Christian 
Disciple. 


“I should be too prolix, were I 
to present to the Congress the 
immense catalogue of men of 
learning and erudition, which the 
tribunal has sacrificed to its fury, 
Its atrocious and despotic proceed. 


* This man had been a qualified 
minister of this terrible tribunal, and 


was well prepared to display it in all 
its horrors. 


ing causes horror. And is it pos: 
sible that so monstrous an estab- 
lishment has been suffered hither- 
to to exist, under pretext of reli- 
gion? And is it possible that there 
are sill those, who sigh to offer 
adoration and perfume to this gol- 
den caif? Philosophers, divines, 
historians, statesmen, politicians, 
orators, poets, mechanics, artists, 
the merehant, and even the sim- 
ple labourer, the prop and princi-~ 
pal suppor: of the state, have not 
escaped its rod of iron. Ina word, 
men, and women, rich and pvor, 
wise and ignorant, innocent and 
guilty, every order of men, has 
this tribunal affrighted with the 
terror of its power. 

“Every page of the New Test~ 
ament breathes meekness, peace, 
and charity, pity and compassion, 
which are the appropriate charac= 
ters of our religion ; of that reli- 
gion so holy, so august, so divine ; 
which neither flesh nor blood 
cauid have revealed, and none but 
our heavenly Father. 

' “Every document which our 
divine Founder gave us, tends to 
exercise in christians the princi- 
ples of eternal charity. Not one 
inclines to rigor, nor coercion, nor 
violence, much less cruelty, which 
would be far foreign to the Celes— 
tial Shepherd, who came to save 
the lost sheep of the house of Is- 
rael, The power of his grace 
attracted disciples, the example of 
his continual charity preserved 
them. This religion reproves 
violence and persecution, detests 
coercion and inhumanity. 

‘The Inquisition not only car~ 
ries off, by violence, the parish- 
ioners from a bishoprick, whether 
laymen, ecclesiastics, or curates, 
without making the least account 
ofthe bishop, but even tears the 














wishops themselves from their 
Rocks, like a hungry and ravenous 
wolf, which after dest:oying and 
devouring the sheep, falls on the 
shepherd and carries him off. 

“A commissary of the Holy 
Office, accoripanied by his offi- 
cers, is authorized to enter houses 
With impunity, although at mid- 
night, with mysterious silence, 
and tear the father from the bosom 
of his family, struck with panic 
fear ; for not even is he permitted 
to say a lest adieu to his spouse 
and childreh—condemned |6 eter- 
nal infamy, the only patrimony 
this wretched futher can transmit 
to his posterity. Whole genera- 
tions, previous to their exisience, 
are sentenced thus, not only to 
poverty and mendicity, but also to 
ignominy and opprobrium. 

“Thus does the Inquisition, at 
one blow, deprive society of use- 
ful and laborious citizens, and 
bury them in infectious dungeons. 
It has even invented more. In 
the edict which is termed the 
“edict of faith,” promulgated 
yearly among every people, where 
this exotic tribunal ‘resides, all 
those who may be apprehensive of 
being denounced by others, are 
generally invited to come forward, 
and accuse themselves. To those 
who obey within a certain space of 
time, pardon is promised ; but to 
those who resist, no mercy will be 
shewn. They wiil be arrested, 
their property confiscated, and 
they will suffer besides all the 
penalties of the law. —Such im- 
pressions did this infernal inven- 
tion, supported by rigor and des- 
potism, make on the minds of the 
Spaniards, that in less than forty 
years, in Andalusia alone, near 
thirty thousand people came for- 
ward. voluntarily, to denounce 
themselves, and many of them, 
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to accuse themselves of crimes; 
which they neither understood, 
nor could commit; such as sor~ 
cery, witchcraft, contact with the 
devil, and other such ridiculous 
absurdities, with which the sim— 
ple vulgar have been so grossly 
imposed upon. Where are we, 
sirc*? How long are we to remain 
the scoff and ludibrium of nations ? 
Unhappy mankind ! that is ever 
exposed to the caprice of despot- 
ism and error? Let these imiqui- 
tous proceedings be now compar- 
ed with the article of the consti- 
tution already quoted ; let a paral- 
lel be drawn between the two 
legislations, whilst I pass on to 
describe, if possible, the kind of 
torment, which the tribunal has 
employed in the confession of 
the guilty, either actual, or 
imaginary ; and afterwards ex- 
amine, whether they can be 
combined with the maxims of 
the gospel of Jesus Christ. Here ° 
a new scene of horror presents 
itself, which offers violence to 
christian ears.—I will fancy my- 
self viewing the most obstinate 
heretic, the most daring apostate, 
or the most rebellious Jew. He 
lias either confessed or is convict- 
ed. In the first case, after a thou- 
sand mysterious questions, sen- 
tence is passed on him. But in 
the second, besides confinement 
in the most obscure dungeons, 
bereft of all human consolation, 
torments are employed on him, to 
extort confessions so horrible, 
that human nature shudders at 
them. A pulley hung from the 
roof, through which a strong rope 
is passed, is the first spectacle 
which presents itself to the eyes 


*In this speech he addressed thé 
Regency of Spain as he would have 
addressed the King, had he beerf 
present, 
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of the unhappy man. The min- 
isters of the Inquisition load him 
with chains, tie to his ancles one 
hundréd pounds of iron: they 
turn in his arms on his back, and 
bind him with a cord; they man- 
acle his wrist with athong, they 
hoist him aloft and let him fall 
violently and with a jerk twelve 
times ; which is sufficient to dis- 
locate the most robust frame. But 
if he still does not confess what 
the Inquisitors require, the tor- 
tures of the rack await him, where, 
bound by the feet and hands, the 
wretched victim sustains eight 
Slows ; and if he still maintains 
his innocence, they cause him to 
swallow immense quantities of 
water, to make him experience the 
pains of the drewned. But this 
is not sufficient, the bloody scene 
is at length completed bv the tot- 
ments of the brazier, where his 
naked feet, anointed with fat, and 
secured in stocks, are cruelly fried 
by a slow fire. I must at length 
‘desist, mot to scandalize farther 
‘hose who hearme. My pen re- 
sists those horrible descriptions, 
which can only be compared to 
-he feasts of the Anthropophagi, 
or the cannibals of the south. 

‘¢ Rome, the famous Rome, ac- 
customed in the days of her 
vreatest relaxation to the most 
truel spectacles in the sanguitia- 
ry combats of the Gladiators, 
shuddered at the punishment of 
the bon/ire, as the most horrible of 
all. Butthe Holy Office is hor- 
rorized at nothing, when treating 
of heretics. And should they be 
Jews, sure they were of the bon- 
fire. ‘** Give mea Jew,and Iwill 
return him to you roasted,’ was the 
barbarous phrase, which the inliu. 
man Lucero Inquisitor of Cordova 
had incessantlyin his mouth. 
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‘ T must not omit, sire, that its 
authority extends even tothe re- 
gions of the dead. How often has it 
notordered the sepulchre to be ex- 
cavatec to unbury the skeletons of 
those whom it has suspected to 
have died in heresy, to throw 
them into the flames! Mournful 
relicts of the human lineage ! La- 
mentable trophies of death! Res- 
pectable shades of those who per- 
haps have passed to another lile in 
innocence, the victims of calum- 
ny, rancour or revenge.” 


POETRY. | 
The following lines teken from The 


Instructor, an English paper, are of. 
tered for the Christian Monitor, 


THE SILENT REPROOF. 


[Written in the pocket book of a youny 
lady, during her abseuce at a ball.) 


** Watch and pray, that ye enter not 
into temptation”..... Math, xxvi. 41, 


Jesus bids me ‘‘ watch anc pray,” 
Shall I heed bis warning ? 

Or, with Mary, dance away, 
Ev’ning, night, and morning ? 


Jesus spent whule nights in prayer, 
Grieving, Mourning, crying— 
Sweating blood from every pore, 

For transgressors dying ! 


Mary listens to the harp, 
To its gay Cceceivers : 

Grieves the wounded Seviour’s heart, 
And all true beiievers. 


Soon her mirih must have an end, 
With her earthly treasure, 

If she leaves the sinner’s friend; 
For such worldly pleasure. 


Cease then, Mary, from pursuing 
Vain deligtits—an idle show ! 

Which must lead thee into ruin, 
If thou Cost not let them go, 


And to him, who now protects thee; 
Lock for real joys above ; 

Kiss the rod, if it corrects thee, 
As a message sont in love. 
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